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February 16, 2016        NEWS RELEASE 

Papal Border Visit Traffic Control Update  
 

El Paso, Texas –  Preparations continue by the City of El Paso along with its local, state and federal partners 
for the upcoming landmark border visit by Pope Francis. 
 
Traffic measures including travel restrictions and road closures will be carried out to control traffic flow on El 
Paso roadways and neighborhoods to be most affected by the papal border visit. Road closures and other 
pope-visit-related information is available at www.pope915 and through social media sites using #pope915. 
 
Update on use of emergency routes (Campbell and Cotton)  

 Campbell will be closed starting at 3 a.m. to all traffic between Franklin and Loop 375. This road will be 
designated for Emergency vehicle use only. The closure will remain in effect for up to 24 hours.  
o Vehicular traffic will be allowed to cross Campbell (east or west) between Paisano and Franklin.   
o Vehicles in parking lots and garages that have exits facing Campbell will be allowed on Campbell. 

Vehicles exiting these lots and garages must yield to traffic on Campbell and must turn immediately 
off of Campbell at the first intersecting roadway traveling east or west. This action is necessary to 
avoid possible collisions with emergency units that could be traveling southbound on the roadway. 

  

 Cotton will be closed starting at 3 a.m. from 7th Ave to E. Missouri. This road will also be designated for 
Emergency vehicle use only. This closure will remain in effect for up to 24 hours.  

o Vehicular traffic will be allowed to cross Cotton (east or west) between E. San Antonio and 
Texas.   

o Vehicles in parking lots that have exits facing Cotton will be allowed on Cotton. Vehicles exiting 
these lots and garages must yield to traffic on Cotton and must turn immediately off of Cotton at 
the first intersecting roadway traveling east or west.  
 

Contingency Plan for I-10 (eastbound and westbound lanes) 

 If traffic leading to downtown or to the Bridge of Americas, Paso Del Norte or Stanton ports of entry and 
their surrounding neighborhoods becomes gridlocked due to traffic not moving swiftly across the border 
due to traffic control in Juárez, El Paso Police will work with its partners to alleviate the traffic 
congestion in El Paso by limiting access to downtown and South-Central streets from I-10. 

o Off-ramps to I-10 may be closed in both directions from Geronimo to Executive Center. 
 

Contingency Plan for Paisano (eastbound lanes)  

 If traffic leading to downtown or to the Paso Del Norte or Stanton ports of entry and their surrounding 
neighborhoods becomes gridlocked due to traffic not moving swiftly across the border due to traffic 
control in Juárez, El Paso Police and its partners may close eastbound lanes on Paisano from 
Executive Center to Santa Fe. 
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